ABSTRACT: Ukraine has always had a special place in Canadian foreign policy. Currently, Canada is deeply engaged in supporting Ukraine to restore political and economic stability and to implement democratic reforms. The Government in Ottawa has condemned Russian aggressive policy and the illegal military occupation of Crimea and has taken a variety of steps and initiatives since the beginning of the crisis in Ukraine in 2014 including imposing sanctions, economic and military assistance, and supporting of NATO measures.
Introduction
The relations between Canada and Europe have always been very close due to demographic, cultural and language ties. Most events on the Old Continent had implications for Canada as Europe constituted part of Canadian political space. The conclusion of negotiations on the Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) and the Strategic Partnership Agreement (SPA) by Canadian and EU leaders in 2014, made the link even better. Furthermore, the complicated situation in Eastern Europe, in regard to the Ukrainian crisis has made recent months exceptionally challenging for transatlantic relations and have deeply engaged Ottawa in European issues.
The aim of this article is to characterize and analyze the relations between Canada and Ukraine in recent years, focusing particularly on the situation in 2014. As more than 1 million people of Ukrainian roots live in Canada, the territorial sovereignty and freedom of Ukraine is fundamental not only for international security in Ottawa's understanding, but for other reasons, including political and humanitarian, as well.
Canada and Ukraine -Historical Perspective
Ukraine has had a special place in Canadian foreign policy since it became an independent state in 1991. After the collapse of the Soviet Union, Canada recognized Ukraine's independence as the first western country, the second after Poland, and the diplomatic relations between Ottawa and Kiev were established in 1992. Then, the Embassy of Canada in the capital of Ukraine and the Ukrainian Embassy in Ottawa were opened.
What makes the bilateral relations very close is the strong Ukrainian-Canadian community and historic ties forged through a few waves of Ukrainian migration to Canada. The community has its representatives formed in the Ukrainian Canadian Congress which "promotes linkages with Ukraine and identifies and addresses the needs of the Ukrainian community in Canada to ensure its continued existence and development for the enhancement of Canada's socio-cultural fabric" (Ukrainian Canadian Congress. Web). According to the 2011 Census of Population of Canada more than 1.25 million people of Ukrainian origins live in Canada what make them one of the largest ethnic groups there and the third largest Ukrainian community after Ukraine and Russia.
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Political Relations
The first agreement of great importance, which named the relations as "Special Partnership," is the Joint Declaration • The friendship between the two countries stems from mutual understanding and the shared belief that democracy is the chief guarantor of security, prosperity and freedom, and that democracy must rest upon the rule of law and be supported by good governance.
• Cooperation on defence and security is a cornerstone to respond effectively to challenges to peace and security.
• Support for each other's sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity, including the right of every country to choose freely its own destiny in domestic and foreign policies, is a foundation of our bilateral relations.
• Wide-ranging cooperation between Canada and Ukraine contributes to the prosperity, well-being and security of the EuroAtlantic area (Government of Canada. Ukraine.gc.ca. Web). Since 1991, Canada has made significant effort in supporting not only Ukraine's democratic transformation and political and economic reforms, but also its integration into international Both countries work together in international organizations, such as the United Nations, the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe, and La Francophonie. Ukraine's accession to the World Trade Organization in May 2008 was warmly welcomed by Canada. Ottawa strongly supports the Ukrainians on their way to NATO membership and has provided language, staff officers, and peacekeeping training for Ukrainian military and civilian personnel within the NATO-Ukraine Distinctive Partnership.
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Commercial Relations
On the map of Priority Markets prepared within Canada's Global Markets Action Plan, Ukraine is marked as an emerging market with specific opportunities for Canadian business. Following statistics data, in 2013, the value of bilateral trade between Canada and Ukraine was over $322 million. Canadian exports to Ukraine totalled $210 million and among exported goods are mineral fuels and oils, fish and seafood, pharmaceuticals, meat, and machinery. In the same year, Canada's merchandise imports from Ukraine totalled $112 million and included mineral fuels and oils, iron and steel products, fertilizers, and woven apparel (Government of Canada. Ukraine.gc.ca. Web).
According to the Department of Foreign Affairs, Trade and Development Canada official website, the value of Canadian investment in Ukraine is "commercially sensitive information" and the information on the value of Ukrainian investment in Canada is "not available" 
Canada's Support for Ukraine in the Face of Crisis of 2014
It is a difficult task to analyze in detail all the steps and initiatives which Ottawa has taken since the beginning of the crisis in Ukraine. Canada is deeply engaged in supporting Ukraine to restore political and economic stability and to implement democratic reforms. The Canadian government condemned Russian aggressive policy and the illegal military occupation of Crimea.
Sanctions
After Russia was isolated politically by its expulsion from the G-8 (the G-7 Summit took place in Brussels in June 2014 instead of the G-8 Summit in Sochi), other reactions to the situation in 
Canada's Direct Support for Ukraine
Ottawa strongly supports Ukraine's efforts to stabilize its economy and promote economic and social development. Beyond its actions within NATO, Canada provides military assistance to support the Ukrainian Armed Forces. In August 2014, non-lethal military supplies were sent to Ukraine, such as: helmets, ballistic eyewear, protective vests, first aid kits, tents, and sleeping bags ("The Globe and Mail," August 7, 2014). In November 2014, Canada donated further military gear which included tactical communications systems, ordnance-disposal equipment, tactical medical kits as well as winter coats and boots. On 8 th December 2014, during his official visit in Kiev, the Canadian Minister of National Defense Rob Nicholson, announced that Canada would send soldiers to Ukraine to train the military police there ("National Post", December 8, 2014).
Canada's cooperation with Poland
Due to the country's geopolitical location, the situation in Ukraine is very important for Poland and its security. Facing the crisis in Ukraine, Canada and Poland began to cooperate closely and the good bilateral relations became even better. In 2014, the highest Canadian officials visited Poland: Prime Minister Stephen Harper in June, Governor General David Lloyd Johnston in October, the Minister of Foreign Affairs John Baird in April and the Minister of National Defense Rob Nicholson in December. Most of the official statements during those visits concerned the situation in Ukraine and the perspectives of Polish-Canadian cooperation towards the events in the region. In this context, the fact of great importance is the Canada-Poland Statement of Principles for Coordinated Engagement on Ukraine, signed by John Baird and his Polish counterpart, Radosław Sikorski. This agreement is to guide cooperation in Canadian and Polish efforts to support democracy, human rights, economic growth, and the rule of law in Ukraine. Moreover, Baird declared that Canada would contribute $9.2 million to joint Canadian and Polish projects that strengthen democratic development in Ukraine such as the Poland-Canada Democracy Support Program for Ukraine for the years 2014-2017 which will work with Solidarity Fund, and Support for Grassroots Democracy project of the European Endowment for Democracy for the years 2014-2019 (Department of Foreign Affairs, Trade and Development. Government of Canada.Web) . Baird stressed that "Canada and Poland stand shoulder to shoulder in the face of Russia's cynical aggression" and emphasized the importance of the partnership with Poland "on a coordinated approach in support of Ukraine's future as a sovereign, unified and prosperous European state, free of Russian interference and threats" (qtd. in: "Gazeta Wyborcza", April 24, 2014 
Symbolic Gestures and Demonstrations of Support
In spite of all political, military, and economic measures mentioned above, of great importance are diplomatic and moral manifestations of support for Ukraine. Furthermore, at 15 th November 2014, at the G-20 Summit in Brisbane, Australia, Prime Minister Stephen Harper spoke his famous words to Russian President Vladimir Putin: "Well I guess I'll shake your hand, but I only have one thing to say to you: you need to get out of Ukraine" (qtd. in: "The Guardian," November 15, 2014). Putin was to say that it was not possible as "we are not there" (qtd. in: PAP. Polska Agencja Prasowa, November 16, 2014; "Polska. The Times," November 17, 2014). Harper's "get out of Ukraine" was reported by most press agencies and news networks and gave him a label of a politician who was brave enough to express the aversion toward Putin shared by many leaders.
Conclusions
It is clear that Canada is going to intensify its actions if the Kremlin would not change its aggressive policy. As Stephen Harper stated in an opinion-editorial, entitled "Our duty is to stand firm in the face of Russian aggression," published in "The Globe and Mail" on July 25, 2014: "Russia's aggressive militarism and expansionism are a threat to more than just Ukraine; they are a threat to Europe, to the rule of law and to the values that bind Western nations. Canada will not stand idly by in the face of this threat" ("The Globe and Mail," July 25, 2014). Canada is the leader among the international supporters of Ukraine in its efforts to restore stability and implement necessary democratic and economic reforms. In the face of Russian aggressive policy, Ottawa has taken several steps to support the Ukrainian nation including imposing sanctions, and economic and military assistance. Supporting NATO measures regarding the crisis in Ukraine seems to be a kind of continuation of Canada's traditional peace keeping policy. In recent months, the foreign policy run by the Government in Ottawa has been more determined than it used to be some years ago. Currently, the situation in Eastern Europe is extremely important for Canada and Prime Minister Stephen Harper declares even deeper engagement of his country to restore stability and security in the region.
